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1. [bookmark: _Toc63786600]Introduction and Background of the Topic
According to Wadsworth, Dhingra, Ottaviano and Van Reenen, the last 20 years has experienced a steady growth in the rate of immigration across the EU countries. Similarly, United Kingdom (UK) has experienced a steady growth in immigration where between the year 1995 and 2015, the number of the immigrants in the country tripled. The population of immigrants rose from a population of 0.9 million to 3.3 million. The immigration has led to an increase in the total UK nationals and this directly influenced the overall total population, the wages, productivity and the UK economic growth. 
There has been focus on the impact that immigration pose on the overall economy. With regard to migration in EU countries, this report will closely look at how immigration has directly impacted on the UK economy. Net migration effect has drawn so much interest to both the academicians and the policy makers as they conduct statistical studies which are aimed at paying close look at how immigration is affecting the labour market the overall countries economy.  On the economic front, immigration has been seen to exert a net effect on the wages and the local labour market employment (Devlin, Bolt, Patel, Harding & Hussain, 2014). This reports aims at looking deeply on the available literature with a key focus of outlining the impact that immigration has had on the UK economy. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc63786601]Description of the Literature and Data 
The article “Impacts of migration on UK native employment: An analytical review of the evidence,” was written by Devlin, Bolt, Patel, Harding, and Hussain and published in the year 2014 through the Department for Business Innovation and Skills. The main focus of the article is to highlight the different immigration trends in the UK and evaluate its overall net effect. Further, the article looked into the impact of migration in UK and comparing its effect with other countries across the world. Overall, this article will provide the required literature and data to show the long-term and short-term impact of the migration in UK and emerging economic trends and policy changes (Devlin, Bolt, Patel, Harding, & Hussain, 2014). 
The article, “Impact of Immigration on UK Economy,” written by Pettinger and published in the year 2019 in the Economic Help, contains important literature and data about migration into UK. The article closely focuses on the effect of increasing migration to UK and how it’s affecting the overall supply and demand of labour as well as the economic growth. Therefore, this article forms an integral part of literature required for this report on the impact of immigration to UK economy (Pettinger, 2019).
The article, “The Economic Impacts of Immigration to the UK” written by Portes and published in the year 2018 in the VOX EU has integral literature and data with regards to effects of immigration to UK. The article mainly focuses on the public and policy concerns revolving around the immigration and how it is affecting the overall economy of the UK. Further the article looks into evidence and conclusion of the impact that migration has had on the overall UK economy and the labor market. Similarly, this article has looked at the recent Brexit activities and their impact towards immigration and the economic strength of UK (Portes, 2018).
The article, “The Impact of Recent Immigration on the London Economy,” written by the London School of Economics and Political Science, has important insights about immigration and its impact to the UK economy. The article notes that there has been almost twenty years of quite strong in wards migration leading to a net gain of about 8000 people. The article emphasizes that immigration has led to increased population where a big percentage has been due to asylum seekers and direct immigrants (The London School of Economics and Political Science, 2017).
The article by, “Brexit and the Impact of Immigration on the UK,” looks at the recent impact of Brexit and immigration. The article states that in the recent years, the immigrants have tripled from since the year 1995 to 2015. The articles further appreciates the fact that the EU immigrants are highly educated, younger and ready to work hence contributing positively to the economy. It also highlights some negative concerns about immigration such as reduced pay for the workers due to competition (Wadsworth, Dhingra, Ottaviano & Van Reenen). 
3. [bookmark: _Toc63786602]Process used to select the literature and data including a discussion on how to ensure references are reputable and reliable 
Writing this report started with searching and settling on reputable and reliable references. The process used to search for the references was done online and informed by the report topic. The first step involved settling down on the number of years with which a reference would be considered to be appropriate to use. With this regard, a maximum of seven years was taken to be an appropriate period with which a reference should be admitted to be used as a source of literature. As a result, the accepted references to be used were to be from 2014 to 2021 and all other references which were below this range could not be used as source of information and data. Considering that the search for reference was to be done online, settling on the key words to use in the research was the second most important step. The key words were derived from the topic which was, “the impact of immigration on the UK economy.” From the topic, the key words used to search for information included; impact of immigration on the UK economy, immigration to UK, current UK economy, Brexit and immigration in the UK and immigration across Europe. Searching with these keys word returned a number of results.
In order to ensure that the chosen reference was reputable and reliable, the reference was chosen depending on the reputation of the authors, the date of publication and the publisher. The reputation of the authors were determined by looking at the authors online portfolio especially with regard to the institution where they are coming from and other research articles that they have previously published. The date of publication was another important criterion. Recently published articles were considered to be more reputable compared to the articles that had been published more than seven years ago. The publisher was also another thing that was considered before settling on a particular article. For instance, articles by recognized institutions were preferred as opposed to those of websites or even institutions which were not recognized. Finally, the content of the article was also closely considered. Those articles which contained information that was directly associated with the topic was highly considered. This was done in an effort to make sure that we had resourceful articles for the literature review section. 
4. [bookmark: _Toc63786603]Summary of the literature and data
Impact of migration to the UK economy has not been previously well outlined due to its failure to predict on the long-term and the short term effects outlining both positive and negative. Mostly, the short-term impacts might vary significantly both in their magnitude and the duration. When outlining on these variations, studies have outlined a number of factors that need to be considered and they include; economic situations, the institutions of labour markets as well as the outlined policies and the different skills of the migrants. Another area of importance is consideration of how the different groups will be directly impacted by migration. Some groups might be negatively impacted while other might experience positive impact. The overall net migration to the UK has been previously on record quite high and from history there has been increased economic growth at the time. The economic growth has been due to the increased labour supply and increased employment rates (Devlin, Bolt, Patel, Harding & Hussain, 2014).
Further research by Devlin, Bolt, Patel, Harding and Hussain (2014), indicated that immigration has a long-term impact which are based on the capital and technology and have the potential of changing the overall economic dimensions. Immigration causes an increase in the number of skilled labor within a country. This gives the economy more ability to provide goods and services that are of great benefit to the community. In addition, skilled labor helps in improving technology and promoting innovation hence promoting production within the economy. Through the innovation, there is an increased in production of quality products which are bought at a higher price and this in turn leads to an increase in the wages paid to the workers. It is therefore quite evident that indeed technological innovation and availability of labour supply have a great influence on the overall well-being of the economy. The net long-term impact is felt in different levels of economy. 
According to Pettinger (2019), the net immigration impact to the UK economy can be measured in terms of the; increased labour force, increased aggregate demand and the real GDP, and flexibility in labour market. Studies have established that the majority of the migrants who come to UK come to either work or study. The immigrants who come to study end up working during their free time, and this in turn leads to increased labour force from the migrants.  The overall net effect of the people inflow leads to an increased aggregate demand due to people’s spending within the economy and this leads to a strong economic growth. Similarly, net immigration creates flexibility of the labour market since migrants are able to get jobs in different sectors.  Studies have since established that there is positive benefits accrue to the migrants who come to a given country. These benefits span from social, economic and finally to the welfare benefits.
There has been great concern regarding the impact of Brexit to immigration and how this is affecting the UK economy. This discussion was highly prominent during Brexit campaigns and different projections were provided. Closure look on these projections by some studies have identified the fact that these projections only focused mostly on trade and ignored the par of immigration. Through Brexit, there was a considerable reduction in the number of migrants being admitted to the UK. This directly impacted the employment and wages. Studies have concluded that indeed the reduction in migration that came about due to Brexit had a direct impact on the overall productivity of the UK and the GDP per capita. These studies depicted that indeed migrants have a substantial impact to a country’s economy. Migrants increases the overall pool of workers, this increases the overall spending within the economy (Portes, 2018). 
5. [bookmark: _Toc63786604]Evaluation of the relevance and reliability of the literature sources 
Relevance is considered as a state of being closely connected to a given issue. This report has used five sources with close interest on immigration and its impact on UK economy. With respect to the topic, “The impact of immigration on the UK economy,” the sources provide literature that appropriate for the topic and connect to the issues that are brought about by the topic. The sources provide different accounts on how immigration is affecting UK economy. The information provided is quite appropriate owing to its well formulated research and the different facts that are presented in a scientific manner. The information being up to date and with current facts, promotes its relevance and making it become more relatable to the current immigration situation. 
On the other hand, reliability is considered as the quality of being trustworthy. To consider information or data as accurate about a given situation, it ought to have come from a reliable source. Reliability can be determined by the authors, date of publication and place of publication. Looking at the sources used for this report, the authors are academicians who use standard data collection, analysis and presentation methods in an effort to provide accurate information. The sources have also been recently published hence making the information more reliable since it’s based on recent occurrences. The information is also published by reputable institution and organizations such as the Centre for Economic Performance, the London School of Economics and Political Science, VOX EU and the Department for Business Innovation and Skills. 
6. [bookmark: _Toc63786605]Reflections on your own learning during the research
Researching and writing this work has been quite inspiring and eye opener. Previously, I have been doing online research but not with much precision and care that I have managed to do this time. Having a topic and coming up with a search criterion to use has been such a learning process. I have managed to not only outline my objectives but also list down the type of materials I want to research on, synthesize and later settle with during my research process. Using key words to get the right information for the research has helped advance my research skills.
Look back on what I used to do, I can vividly say that I used to research blindly without following any stipulated format for research. With respect to author and year of publication, I used to use any type of article without considering the year they were published or even the author and where the article has been published. Learning these research techniques has been quite helpful to me and has really boosted my overall research skills. I look forward to do more research and review of literatures in an effort to promote my skills and ensure that I get and present the right information and data set. 
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